International Report

By Doyle Leefers, WRO President

Gratitude and Optimism

s | step into the role of president of the World Renderers

Organization, | am filled with profound gratitude and

a strong sense of commitment to all of you and the
work we do.

I have had the honor of working with many of you, directly or
indirectly, through my roles as recent past chairman of the North
American Renderers Association, vice president of variety meats
and rendered products at National Beef, and first vice president
of WRO. | am sincerely grateful for the trust and confidence you
have placed in me as | assume this position.

I must first acknowledge the extraordinary leadership
demonstrated by my predecessor, Lucas Cypriano, with whom
I will continue to partner closely in his new role of technical
director for the WRO. Thank you Lucas, for your representation
of this organization and the wonderful advancements brought
on by your leadership.

I would also like to thank all of you, our members, for
dedicating yourselves to upholding the values and objectives of
WRO over the years. Together, we have advanced the rendering
industry, fostered innovation and championed sustainability on
a global scale. Your collective efforts are the foundation upon
which | am honored to build. We already know the power of
coming together to engage international regulators with one
voice — aninitiative | predict will only grow in importance during
my tenure as president.

lam extremely optimistic about the future of our organization,
considering WRQ's strong history of facilitating cooperation,
driving innovation and advocating for sustainability in the
rendering industry.

Our past accomplishments, from promoting ecoconscious
rendering practices to spearheading cutting-edge research and
development, are testaments to your passion, expertise and
commitment. | am confident that by harnessing our collective
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wisdom, insights and experiences, we can elevate the rendering
industry to even greater heights in the coming years.

As we embark on this journey together, | remain dedicated

to the following objectives above all else:

e Sustainability: WRO will continue to lead the charge of
environmentally responsible rendering practices, with
a focus on waste reduction, resource efficiency and the
sustainable application of rendering by-products.

e Innovation: By collaborating with industry experts and
research institutions from around the world, we aim to
drive technological advancements and address emerging
industry challenges.

e Global Engagement: We will continue to extend our
outreach efforts with stakeholders worldwide, establishing
new partnerships and advocating for the global significance
of rendering in resource utilization and sustainability.

e Member Centricity: We will foster an environment
of inclusivity, collaboration and support within our
organization, ensuring that every member’s voice is heard
and valued.

e Education and Advocacy: It is our honor and duty to
educate the public, international policymakers and
industry stakeholders about the pivotal role of rendering,
the world’s original recycling business, in promoting
sustainability and responsible resource utilization.

| firmly believe, with your support and dedication, we

can attain these objectives and secure a bright future for the
organization. | am excited to work closely with each of you,
drawing upon your invaluable insights and experiences to
guide our journey. Thank you, again, for trusting me with the
privilege of leading this exceptional organization. Together, we
will continue to make a significant and positive impact on our
industry and the world. R
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WRO Activities

By Lucas Cypriano
WRO Technical Director

Following an extremely busy May
and June, including the World Renderers
Organization’s actions with the 90th
World Organization for Animal Health
general session, the Global Alliance of
Pet Food Associations technical meeting,
the Food and Agriculture Organization/
International Feed Industry Federation
and the European Fat Processors and
Renderers Association, the months
of July and August were dedicated to
preparations and additional activities.

REAM 2023

Between Aug. 2-4, | had the privilege
of attending the 1st REAM (Reunido das
Américas) convention in Cartagena de las
indias, Colombia. The opening of REAM
2023 was truly innovative, taking place
aboard a sailboat and integrating all
participants from day one.

Organized by ABRA (Brazilian
Renderers Association) and AgriGlobal
Market Inc., REAM 2023 was held at
the Cartagena Convention Center. The
event was structured to foster business
networking opportunities within the
animal rendering sector, encompassing
animal feed, biodiesel, soap and
cosmetics, and more. Notably, REAM
featured distinguished speakers from
the industry, providing valuable insights
into emerging trends and opportunities.

Dr. Luis Barcos, regional representative
of WOAH, discussed the impact of its
new regulation on bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE) within the
terrestrial animal health code, highlighting
WROQ’s significant role in enhancing the
chapter. Additionally, Pablo Azpiroz,
president of Feedlatina, outlined the
landscape of feed trade in the Americas.
In my capacity as WRO technical director,
| discussed global markets and trends for
rendered meals and fats.

REAM also featured presentations
by Ryan Standard, senior analyst at
Fastmarkets-The Jacobsen; Guillermo
Vieira, president of Eurotec Group;
Juliana dos Santos from FAST Tecnologia
Industrial; Oman Chavez, commercial
director of Oestergaard Kontinuer;
and Joaquin Delgadillo, director of
the National Renderers Association of
Mexico. Noteworthy attendees included
representatives from the Brazilian
Embassy in Colombia — Leonardo
Rocha Bento, second secretary and
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Clovis Serafini, agricultural attaché of
the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture
and Livestock.

In its inaugural edition, REAM
2023 hosted nearly 300 participants
representing over 140 distinct companies,
with the presence of 18 international
entities, solidifying its position as the
new international business platform
for industries within the involved
sectors. At the conclusion of the event,
a roundtable discussion was held with
all representatives of the 18 present
entities, at which it was decided that the
event would be an annual occurrence.
The upcoming locations are as follows:

2024: Medellin, Colombia

2025: Chile

2026: Mexico

REAM has emerged as one of the most
significant stages for the Latin American
rendering market and a promising
platform for regional integration.

WOAH

As planned, WRO will conduct a
technical review on minimum
manufacturing parameters focused on
pathogen elimination in raw materials,
with the aim of establishing recognized
parameters for the safe international
trade of our products. A group of experts
appointed by the members has been
formed, consisting of seven technicians
who are scheduled to commence their
work in early October.

FAO

At the end of September, FAO
played host to the inaugural FAO Global
Conference on Sustainable Livestock
Transformation in Rome. WRO was
officially invited by FAO to participate in
the event as one of the entities, and we
represented our sector alongside key
stakeholders, agriculture ministers and
other representative organizations from
the global meat production chain.

ETSA

I had the honor of being invited to
the 50th anniversary celebrations of the
Empresa Transformadora de Subprodutos
Animais Group (Animal Product Waste
Treatment Services) in Lisbon, Portugal,
Oct. 20, where | will represent WRO and
provide a brief overview of the global
rendering market and its prospects. ETSA
is a group of six Portuguese companies
involved in animal by-products processing,
pet food ingredients and cooking oil
management solutions.

NARA

From Oct. 24-27, the NARA annual
convention will take place in Naples,
Florida. The WRO interim meeting will
take place on the afternoon of Oct. 25
and is open to all attendees. During this
meeting, we will showcase the latest
activities undertaken by WRO. We look
forward to the participation of all our
members. See you soon! R

» Screw Feeders
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Let Orthman Conveying Systems be your
supplier of choice with quality equipment for
your rendering material handling needs.

650 W. Industrial Blvd | Cleburne, Tx 76033
Office: #682-356-6200 | www.orthmanconveying.com
Email: sales@orthmanconveying.com
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