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World Renderers Organization Report By Lucas Cypriano, WRO Technical Director

The coming year is set to bring significant activities and 
opportunities for the rendering sector. Since future 
actions are based on previous work, this report is divided 

into three parts: a look back at the events the World Renderers 
Organization participated in last year; a summary of the 
organization’s key activities between September and December; 
and looking at future WRO events planned later this year.
Part 1: WRO’s Participation in 2024 Events

Between September and October, WRO participated in 
major rendering sector congresses including:

•	�Reunion of the Americas (REAM) (Sept. 3-5, Medellín, 
Colombia)

•	�Australian Renderers Association Symposium (Sept. 
17-19, Brisbane, Australia)

•	�North American Renderers Association Annual 
Convention (Oct. 22-25, Santa Barbara, California)

These events provided valuable opportunities to inform 
associates and industry stakeholders about the WRO’s recent 
activities and initiatives, reinforcing the organization’s role in 
supporting the sector.

In addition to rendering-specific congresses, WRO actively 
engaged in broader forums to promote and defend the 
rendering industry and its products:

•�	Congress of the Pet Food Industry in Latin America 
(Sept. 24-25, Buenos Aires, Argentina)

	� This event provided an opportunity to showcase the value 

of rendering and its contributions to sustainability.
•	Food and Agriculture Organization/International Feed 

Industry Federation Annual Meeting and 37th IFIF Annual 
General Assembly (Nov. 20-22, Rome, Italy)

	 WRO actively participated in discussions and collaborated 
with international organizations to promote sustainable 
practices and align industry goals with global standards.

•	Livestock Environmental Assessment and Performance 
Partnership Regional Conference

	 Dr. Joaquín Delgadillo of the National Association of 
Renderers (ANR-Mexico) represented WRO at this event, held 
as part of the agenda of the LEAP steering committee meeting 
and minutes in Punta del Este, Uruguay. This engagement 
further underscored WRO’s commitment to contributing 
to international dialogues on sustainable agriculture and 
rendering practices.

These engagements emphasized WRO’s commitment to 
representing the rendering sector on a global stage, ensuring 
recognition of the industry’s value, advocating for members’ 
interests and highlighting the critical role of rendering in 
advancing sustainability.
Part 2: Actions Completed, Ongoing 

WRO has been strategically addressing two key areas — 
collaboration with the World Organization for Animal Health and 
further collaboration with FAO. In March 2024, WRO submitted a 
report to the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission of 
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WOAH, detailing the global standard processes in the rendering 
sector. This report was accepted by the TAHSC in its September 
2025 meeting (details available at woah.org under “What We 
Do,” then select Standards). Key outcomes include:

•	Recognition of animal-derived meals and fats as “safe 
trade commodities” under the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, 
regardless the country’s disease status (with exceptions for 
prion diseases).

•	Ongoing revisions and future updates to Terrestrial Code 
chapters will further solidify this classification.

As a next step, a dedicated WOAH working group will 
revise the TAHC glossary to explicitly define commodities 
produced by the rendering sector. This glossary will promote 
a harmonized understanding of rendered products among 
countries, facilitating bilateral agreements and easing future 
international trade negotiations. TAHSC has prioritized this 
initiative in its activity schedule.
FAO, WRO

Over the years, WRO has strengthened its relationship 
with FAO and is now in the final stages of formalizing a mutual 
cooperation agreement. This partnership aims to produce a 
comprehensive guide on rendering, covering topics such as the 
story of the rendering sector, sustainability and environmental 
contributions, use of rendered products as feedstuffs, a code of 
practice for rendering, and examples of Hazard Analysis Critical 
Control Point applications.

This ambitious two-year project is expected to result in 
the first globally recognized publication by an international 
organization offering an in-depth, practical perspective on the 
historical, environmental and operational importance of the 
rendering sector. While WRO has not yet defined the start date, 

we anticipate it will commence soon. The guide will feature 
contributions from nine technical experts representing every 
continent, with the WRO’s expert working group spearheading 
technical advancements. WRO extends its gratitude to all the 
technicians and associations involved for dedicating their 
resources and expertise to this initiative.
Part 3: Future Events

WRO will continue to actively participate in key global events 
throughout 2025, maintaining its role as an active voice for the 
rendering sector. Planned engagements include:

•	�International Production and Processing Expo — Jan. 28-
30, Atlanta, Georgia.

•	�International Rendering Symposium — Jan. 30 as part of 
IPPE.

•	�National Institute for Public Health and the Environment 
(RIVM)/FAO International Workshop on Feed Risk 
Assessment – Chemical Safety — March 10-11, Utrecht, 
The Netherlands.

•	92nd WOAH General Session — May 25-30, Paris, France.
•	�European Fat Processors and Renders Association 

Congress — June 3-6, Riga, Latvia. 
•	REAM — Sept. 2-4, Guadalajara, Mexico.
•	�World Congress on Oils & Fats — Sept. 15-19, Rosario, 

Argentina.
•	�FAO Global Conference on Sustainable Livestock 

Transformation — Sept. 29-30, Rome, Italy.
•	IFIF/FAO Annual Meeting — Oct. 1, Rome, Italy.
•	�FAO Global Feed Regulators Meeting — Oct. 2-3, Rome, 

Italy.
•	NARA Convention — Oct. 21-24, Amelia Island, Florida.�R

4 billion pounds
That’s how much used cooking oil (UCO) 
renderers recycle every year from food items 
like french fries into renewable fuels, safe 
and nutritious animal feeds and much more. 
#sustainability

Visit the North American 
Renderers Association 

at nara.org 
for more information 
about the benefits 

of rendering.

www.rendermagazine.com	 Render February 2025 27


